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Last weekend, Alabama welcomed home another Honor Flight carrying more than 80 World War 
II veterans and their guardians. I volunteered as a guardian with the Three Rivers Region Honor 
Flight because it is the least we can do to fulfill the dreams of our remaining veterans and their 
families, while honoring the memories of those who paid the ultimate sacrifice. 

This flight was just one of many that have taken place across Alabama and the nation to honor 
our veterans. The inaugural Honor Flight left Springfield, Ohio in May of 2005, when six small 
planes carried twelve World War II veterans on a visit to the memorial in Washington, DC. 
Today, the Honor Flight Network has helped some 50,000 World War II veterans visit their 
memorial. 

I had the honor of accompanying two veterans on this memorable tour, and talking with many 
others during the trip. The experience affected me profoundly, having served in naval aviation 
during the Vietnam Conflict and now working to ensure that Alabama veterans and others 
utilizing their G.I. Bill Education benefits receive quality education and training at more than 300 
approved educational sites. 

The stories I hear from my current clients and those I heard on the Honor Flight trip make me so 
proud to be an American and a veteran. The two WWII veterans I accompanied were Chuck 
McNair, 84, a highly decorated WWII and Korean veteran from Montgomery who was awarded 
multiple purple hearts, a bronze star and a silver star; and Miles Aldridge, 83, a former Navy 
officer from Clanton.   

During WWII, McNair served in the Atlantic Theater protecting supply routes. He also served in 
the Korean Conflict, and there engaged in several intense battles.  It was in Korea where he 
received a battlefield commission, moving from sergeant to first lieutenant.  McNair recalled, “We 
did what we were trained to do and we were so young we simply followed orders.”  His most 
vivid memory was the extreme cold temperatures in Korea.  “We went for weeks without a bath 
and slept in fox holes.” 

Aldridge told of an experience that sums up the perspective of many veterans. Aldridge was on a 
troop transport ship that carried up to 2,000 soldiers to foreign lands and back to the United 
States.  “It took a long time to disembark the soldiers when they returned to America; every one 
of them wanted to stop and kiss the ground.” 

– more – 

mailto:dpecom@dpe.edu�


       
    

Page 2 of 2 

One of the most emotional moments for McNair and Aldridge occurred during an encounter with 
an elderly couple from Italy visiting the WWII memorial. Once the couple learned of the two 
veterans’ contributions to WWII, they became emotional and hugged them, thanking them for 
liberating Italy from the dictatorial grasp of Mussolini and Hitler. 

Organizers of this particular Honor Flight have said this might be the last of its kind for the River 
Region area because there are no longer enough living veterans of WWII to make the trip. It is a 
sad fact of life that our nation is losing more than a thousand World War II Veterans every day. 
However, honor is not lost; we have new generations who will step up.  The quest for freedom is 
like a relay race and the baton of freedom is passed from generation to generation.  

I write this tribute, however, to mark the passing of a great generation. 

 

THE LAST HONOR FLIGHT 
 
I’m taking the last Honor Flight, 

With soldiers showing age-lines of care, fear, and love. 

I’m in the presence of courage, faith, strength and might, 

With those who have served our nation with dignity and honor from above. 

It’s true. Time will come to an end for all who take this last honor flight. 

 

Though their time will abate and slide away, honor will not end! 

 Honor is in the hearts of newborns, toddlers, teens and adults, 

Ripe to blossom across this world as young military women and men, 

Manifested in their eyes, words, and actions showing no fault. 

It’s true; this flight will come to an end, but honor…honor will not end. 

 

Honor was in the past …is today, and … will always be, 

As long as the eagle flies free, there honor is and there honor will be! 

 

### 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Photo 1: Miles Aldridge (standing, left) and Chuck McNair (standing, right)) visit with another veteran 
at the World War II Memorial Alabama Pillar  

 
 



       
    

 
 
Photo 2: Miles Aldridge (left) talks with Chuck McNair at the D-Day Memorial about 
landing on the beaches of Normandy where more than 9,000 Allied Soldiers were killed or 
wounded 

 
 


